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The President's Report 
To the Board of Trustees: 
I am pleased to submit herewith my fifth annual report as president 
of Bridgewater College. The session of 1953-54 was marked by an in­
crease in enrollment, an expansion in material facilities, a growing in­
terest in the college on the part of our constituency, an increase in fin­
ancial assets, and a wholesome morale among students and faculty. 
The Enrollment 
The total enrollment was 432 of which 414 were full-time students. 
This is an increase of 12% over the previous session. There were 275 
men and 157 women. The recruiting program was greatly improved 
through the untiring efforts of Edgar F. Wilkerson, Admissions Coun­
selor, with a resulting increase in enrollment for the 1954-55 session, even 
though there were no regular graduating classes in Rockingham and 
Henry counties from which we draw a rather large number of students 
each year. High school students were invited as guests to a football game 
ir:i -November, and High School Day was observed in connP,ction with :May 
Day. Prospective students visited the campus over many week-ends as 
guests of the college. The college was represented at 27 College Days and 
127 high schools were visited by our Admissions Counselor. In addition, 
many calls were made in the homes of prospective students. A series of 
booklets describing the college along with letters from the president were 
sent to thousands of high school seniors at intervals during the session. 
W,f:feel that this program was highly successful. A distribution of the 
enfo]lm'ent by church districts is listed below. 
Florida, Georgia, and Puerto Rico 
�Iardela ................. . 
Eastern Maryland 
Middle Maryland ................... . 
'v\lestern Maryland 
North and South Carolina ............................ . 
Tennessee and Alabama 
Eastern Virginia 
First Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... . 
Northern Virginia ..................................... . 
Second Virginia ................................. . 
Southern Virginia .................................... . 
First West Virginia ...................................... . 
Second West Virginia ..... : ........................ . 
Outside Southeastern Region ............... . 
India ................................................... . 
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A munber of changes were made in the faculty for 1953-54. Frances 
Silliman was granted a leave of absence to continue graduate work at the 
University of North Carolina. James E. Irvine wa.s secured to fill this 
vacancy. John vV. Basta resigned to become principal of an elementary 
school ih Richmond. Virginia Andes became instructor in Spanish. Stella 
G. Reynolds, who had been an instructor in home economics and dietitian
for three years resigned to become dietitian at Virginia Polytechnic Insti­
tute. Louise G. Showalter was appointed dietitian, and Mary S. Glick
assisted in the home economics department. Robert L. Hueston was se­
cured to take the place of W. H. Anderson in commerce, and Paul H.
Gunsten became coach of football and instructor in physical education to
fill the vacancy created hy the resignation of Edward T. Chandler, David
Kesler served as director of the band and orchestra and taught the wind
instruments in the place of Carl J. Shultz. Kathryn Widdowson succeed­
ed Margai·ef Flory as Dean of Women and Faith Sanger filled the
vacancy created by Edna J. Vought's resignation, after a period of twelve
years with the college. Leon W. Rhodes became manager of the College
Stores to succeed Paul Priddy.
Dr. Charles C. \i\lright retired at the close of the session after serving 
the college in many capacities since 1915. During this period, Dr. vV right 
served as treasurer of the college, dean of the college, acting president 
for one session, and professor of economics. He was an outstanding teach­
er, a g:oocl administrator, and a faithful and loyal servant of the institu­
tion. 
The Trustees 
The Board of Trustees, the College, and the alumni feel very keen­
ly the loss of Mrs. Virginia Garber Strickler who died on August 6, 1953. 
Mrs. Strickler was a great friend of Bridgewater College and had made 
possible during her lifetime the auditorium and library building on the 
campus, known as Cole Hall. Her loyalty and devotion to the college 
through the years as a friend and trustee will long be remembered and 
cherished by all those who knew her. 
Ferne R. Hoover '25 was elected to fill the unexpired term of Mrs. 
Strickler on the Board. Other changes were the election of 0. R. Hersch 
to represent the Eastern District of Virginia, Jacob F. Replogle to fill 
the unexpired term of Samuel A. Harley, who moved from the South­
eastern Region, H. 0. Poling to represent the Second District of \;Vest 
Virginia, and S. D. Glick, a trustee at large. I. C. Senger was elected 
president of the Board to succeed Charles vV. \i\Tampler who resigned af­
ter six years as chairman of the Board. 
Religious Activities 
The various religious organizations were active during the session 
both· on the campus and in deputation work among the churches. A total 
of seventy-nine programs was given in churches of our region by the 
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following groups: the Glee Club, the Student Christian Movement, the 
Fellowship of Reconciliation, the Clericus Chorus, and the Girls Quintet. 
Several of the ministerial students held part-time pastorates in the sur­
rounding counties. �fany pulpits were filled by members of the faculty 
on College Day and upon other occasions. A student CBYF was or­
ganized late in the spring which promises to become a very active or­
ganization on the campus. The students of other denominations were 
affiliated with their youth groups both in Bridgewater and in Harrison­
burg. Religious Emphasis Week was observed in November with Harry 
K. Zeller as the guest minister. The Youth Round Table of the South­
eastern Region was held in April. This brought together approximately 
six hundred Brethren youth from the region for a two clay evnference.
The Spiritual Life Institute held in February was a real experience for
all in attendance. Dr. Elmer Homrighausen, H. Stover Kulp, and Charles
E. Zunkel were among the guest ministers of the institute.
Lectures and Entertainment 
A rather rich program of lectures, musicals, and entertainment was 
available in the past session. Dr. Govindji K. Satvedi, of India, de­
livered an address in chapel early in the year. Dr. John Wong-Quincey, 
of China, spent two days on the campus, and Mr. Dwight Horner of the 
State Department, and Dr. \i\1illiam Shanklin, a professor in American 
University, at Beirut, were also guests of the college for two days each. 
Kathryn and Paul Schwartz, pianists, were at the college for two days 
giving their services to the music department, George Markey a famous 
organist presented a recital in Cole Hall, and the Barter Theatre made 
two apperances during the year. The student organizations rendered quite 
acceptable programs of entertainment in the field of drama and music. 
Commencement 
l,ev. Harry K. Zeller, of :-[cPherson, Kansas, delivered the com­
mencement address on May 31 at which time sixty graduates received 
degrees. Ten degrees were conferred in August. Honorary degrees were 
conferred upon \i\lilliam .:\L Shanklin, and Harry K. Zeller, Jr. Alumni 
Day was held on Saturday, llfay 29, The directors of the Alumni Asso­
ciation were in a business session on that clay at which time Earl D. 
Flory was elected president of the Association for the current year. The 
Alumni award to the "Alumnus of the Year" was made to Louis Glen 
Locke, professor of English in Mary Baldwin College. 
Buildings and Improvements 
Science Hall came into use during the summer of 1953. This building 
answers a real need, and it was used to its full capacity during its first 
regular session. This additional space for classes and laboratories made 
possible more adequate facilities in Founders Hall for the administrative 
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staff and faculty members, and also for a well equipped snackshop and 
bookstore in the basement of Memorial Hall, which was formerly oc­
cupied by the chemistry laboratory. The building formerly occupied by 
the snack shop was: .made available to the local public school for the 
overflow in the firstl·:and second grades. 
Gifts 
Perhaps the most significant gift of the year was made by Reuel D. 
Pritchett, of \Nhite ;-Pine, Tennessee, in presenting his valuable collection 
of rare books. and'm1any articles of antiquity which he had acquired over 
a period of fifty years. A large room in Science ,Hall was set aside for 
this collection, which is known as the Reuel B. Pritchett Museum. A 
banquet was held in honor of Mr. and Mrs. Pritchett on May 29, at 
which time he presented officially this museum to Bridgewater College. 
Other gifts to the college in the amount of $87,660 were received through 
the Development Program. An itemized statement of this giving is pub­
lished in this bulletin. 
Conclusion 
As I review in retrospect the past five years, and then the thirty years 
and more prior to that in which I have known Bridgewater College in­
timately, I can see the steady but sure growth of this institution. There 
have been dark days, of course, but the faith and devotion of those who 
have served before me make me realize that here at Bridgewater is an 
institution founded for a high and noble purpose and that purpose has 
not wavered throughout the seventy-four years of its existence. vVe now 
come to the seve11ty-fifth anniversary of the founding of Bridgewater 
College and this anniversary will be observed throughout the session of 
1954-55. Plans were laid for this program early in 1954 and they will 
culminate with commencement on June 6, 1955. I believe that the college 
has a great . .future before her for serving the Church of the Brethren in 
the Southe<1.stern Region as well as around the world, and that she has 
also a defii1ite place to fill in the education of young men and women of 
all faiths, creeds, and races. In this thought we go forward in our work 
to. build here a greater Bridgewater College for the generations yet to 
come. My faith in Bridgewater is strengthened by the devotion of our 
faculty, our administration officers, and the faithful men and women of 
our Board of Trustees. \/Ve pray for strength and courage and wisdom 
to carry on the work of those who seventy-five years ago founded a 
college "for all those who seek knowledge regardless of sect or creed." 
And "They Builded Better Than They Knew". 
'l 'j·:�L��!\'. 
Respectfully submitted;: 
Warren D. Bowman ''"  :,1: · 
,,President 
STATEMENT OF CURRENT OPERATIONS 
BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE 
Regular Session 1953-54 
Income 
EDUCATIONAL & GENERAL 
A. Student Fees 
B. Endowment Earnings




B. Dining Room 
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F. Trailer Camp
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B. Instruction
C. Library
D. Operati011 & Maintenance 
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Expense for Summer School 1953 
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Cash in bank 214.13 
Notes Receivable 2,163.49 
Accounts , Receivable 797.25 
Inventories (Farm,
D. R. & Fuel) 19,169.88 
Unexpired insurance 3,652.54 
26,213.10 
B. Restricted:
Cash in Bank 467.93 
TOTAL CURRENT FUNDS 26,681.03 
II. LOAN FUNDS
Cash in Bank 8,233.35 
Notes Receivable 8,948.27 
Stock 2,000.00 
TOTAL LOAN FUNDS 19,181.62 
III. ENDOWMENT AND OTHER NON-EXPENDABLE FUNDS
A. Endowment Funds
Bowman Endowment Fund
Cash in bank 
Investments 
College Endowment Fund 
Cash in bank 
Investments 
Daleville Endowment Fund 
Cash in bank 
Investments 
Class Loyalty Fund 
Cash in bank 
Investments 
John Kline Memorial Fund 
Cash in bank 
Investments 
Luken's Scholarship Fund 
Cash in bank 
Investments 
W. E. Wine Endowment Fund 
Investments 

























Due from Plant Fund 118,100.00
Due from College Endowment 5,200.00
TOT AL ENDOWMENT & 
NON-EXPENDABLE FUNDS 
IV. PLANT FUNDS
A. Bonds (U. S. Government) 900.00 
Cash 6,856.43 
B. Investments in Plant
College equipment 216,793.66 
Campus Improvement 5,286.75 
Real Estate-Land 52,910.28 
Real Estate-Buildings 1,230,842.30 
Less Other Invested 
in Plant 294,936.52 
TOTAL PLANT FUNDS 
V. AGENCY FUNDS
Cash in bank 5,946.79 
44,861.52 
5,000.00 
Due from other Funds 
Investment 
Augusta Co. 
Scholarship Fund 495.45 
TOTAL AGENCY FUNDS 
TOTAL ASSETS 
BALANCE SHEET 
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Principal of Miller Loan Fund 
Principal of F. C. Wampler Fund 
Principal of Dove Loan Fund 
Principal of J. F. Wampler Fund 
Principal of C. G. Miller Fund 
Principal of J. D. Driver Fund 
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V. AGENCY FUNDS
Wampler Visual Eel. Fund
Fike Scholarship Fund
Foreign Relations Fund 
Blue Ridge College Funds:
Blue Ridge Scholarship Fund
Stoner-Roop Memorial Fund















2,940.$,lq, • 56,303.76. , ,,),�10,115.09
The above reports are submitted by: ,,,,,.
HARRY A. DRIVER, Treasurer of the Board'oJ3 :1''l'tlstees
CECIL C. IKENBERRY, Treasurer of Briclgewate1' College
CERTIFIC'�if, qfr,,i'}iE .AUDITORS;, . i: . 
We certify that, in otk', .. opinibn;;·:the"attachecl Balance Sheet reflects
the true financial position of I fhe col1:eg.e' at June 30, 1954,, and the state­
ment of Current Income and Expenses are: fair arid correct· ·statements of
operations for the years ended with 'that' elate.
Respectfully · submitted
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TOTAL LOAN FUNDS 19,181.62
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Foreign Relations Fund 
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The above reports are submitted by: ,,,,: ..
HARRY A. DRIVER, Treasurer of the Board· oB :T•1'tlstees
CECIL C. IKENBERRY, Treasurer of Briclgewate1· College
CERTIFJ({,iti GA:,iJJjj_''AUDITORS! ,: i,•. 
vVe certify that, in dltr',.tipinibn,:·:the,' attached Balance> Sheet reflects
the true financial position of'fhe coUege' at June 30, 1954,•and the state­
ment of Current Income and Expense& are: fair· arid correct ·statements of
operations for the years ended with ·that' date.
Respectfully · submitted
FRED P: EDWARDS· CQMP ANY
Certified Pi.1blic Aco:1D1lntants
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GIFTS TO THE TEN-YEAR DEVELOPMENT 
PROGRAM OF BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE 
FROM DISTRICTS OF THE 
SOUTHEASTERN REGION 














Seconcl Vv est Virginia
This total inclucles gifts sent
direct from church treasurers
and also gifts sent from individuals
with credit to their local church.
Gifts from non-Brethren supporte1i,'·.
or from outside the Region
Grand total of all gifts fro111 all
;: ?'
•' · 


















GIFTS TO THE TEN-YEAR DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
OF BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE FROM CHURCHES 
OF THE SOUTHEASTERN REGION 
July 1, 1950 to June 30, 1954 
Past Fiscal Year 
1953-1954 





























Baltimore, First 77. I 8 
Baltimore, 
Friendship 
Baltimore, North 836.50 
Baltimore, 
Woodberry 
Beaver Dam 429.81 
Bush Creek 559.00 
Dundalk 25.00 
Edgewood 518.00 
Flower Hill 34.51 
Frederick 1,523.27 
Locust Grove 956.41 
Long Green Valley 952.50 
Meadow Branch 33.00 
Monocacy 24.00 
Biney Creek 250.00 
Pipe Creek 2,319.50 
Reisterstown. 
Evergreen 
Sams Creek 195.00 
Thurmont 9.00 
University Park 3,978.70 









































































































Bear Creek 18.00 
Fairview 77.11 
Maple Grove 52.25 
,1/esternport 120.00 
District Gifts 100.00 
367.36 550.36 
NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA 
Little Pine 15.00 
Melvin Hill 88.04 
New Haven 27.00 



























































Mt. Carmel, Eastern 









































































































































River, W. Va. 6.67 
Mathias, W.Va. 25.06 
Mill Creek 232.60 
Moorefield, W.Va. 611.08 
Mt. Zion 1,082.00 
Newport 10.00 
Pleasant View 32.00 
Rileyv-ille 
Salem 335.70 
Smith Creek, W.Va. 

























Run, W.Va. 10.00 
Elk Run 100.00 
Forest Chapel 30.00 
Grottoes 10.00 
Highland County 10.00 
Lebanon 1,032.25 
Little River 78.56 
Middle River 632.00 
Moscow 140.30 
Mt. Vernon 476.50 























































GIFTS TO THE TEN-YEAR DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
OF BRIDGEWATER COLLEGE FROM CHURCHES 
OF THE SOUTHEASTERN REGION 
July 1, 1950 to June 30, 1954 
Past Fiscal Year 
1953-1954 





























Baltimore, First 77. 18 
Baltimore, 
Friendship 
Baltimore, North 836.50 
Baltimore, 
Woodberry 
Beaver Dam 429.81 
Bush Creek 559.00 
Dundalk 25.00 
Edgewood 518.00 
Flower Hill 34.51 
Frederick 1,523.27 
Locust Grove 956.41 
Long Green Valley 952.50 
Meadow Branch 33.00 
Monocacy 24. 00 
P,iney Creek 250.00 
Pipe Creek 2,319.50 
Reisterstown-
Evergreen 
Sams Creek 195.00 
Thurmont 9.00 
University Park 3,978.70 
















































Past Fiscal Year 
1953-1954 
MIDDLE MARYLAND 



























768.71 Welsh Run 
9,301.66 
WESTERN MARYLAND 
Bear Creek 18.00 
Fairview 77.11 
Maple Grove 52.25 
W'esternport 120.00 

























NORTH AND SOUTH CAROLINA 

































































Mt. Carmel, Eastern 














































































































































Moorefield, W.Va. 611.08 







Smith Creek, W.Va. 

























Run, W.Va. 10.00 
Elk Run 100.00 
Forest Chapel 30.00 
Grottoes 10.00 
Highland County 10.00 
Lebanon 1,032.25 
Little River 78.56 
Middle River 632.00 
Moscow 140.30 
Mt. Vernon 476.50 























































Past Fiscal Year To Date I'ast.Fiscal Year To Date 
1953-1954 1950-1954 -' 1953-1954 1950-1954 
Pleasant Hill 1.00 304.36 Knobley 341.28 
Pleasant Valley 1,400.25 7,400.34 Morgantown 131.30 
Pocahontas 2,039.73 Oak Grove 371.05 
Sangerville 157,0.7 2,385.81 Old Furnace 13.50 613.01 
Staunton 543.90 1,265.90 Petersburg 804.00 
Summit 130.88 1,819.J 5 Red Creek 143.46 
Valley Bethel 345.25 446.25 Sandy Creek 45.00 2,251.10 
Waynesboro 266.50 3,254.00 Seneca 147.1, 
White Hill 430.00 Sunnyside 221.71 
District Gifts 600.00 1,800.00 Tear Coat 51.80 
Terra Alta 10.00 3,048.81 
9,111.09 67,588.81 White Pine 9.00 698.84 
SOUTHERN VIRGINIA Wiley Ford 9.00 325.30 
Antioch 100.00 4,091.50 District Gifts 100.25 
Bassett 422.28 2,860.69 
605.78 21,853.39 
Beaver Creek 9.00 1,004.00 
Bethlehem 43.62 2,320.31 SECOND WEST VIRGINIA 
]3oone Mill 74.45 1,230.32 Bethany 20.01) 
Burks Fork 351.00 Elkins 12.00 l42.S0 
Christiansburg 36.20 1,836.20 Glady J 77.40 
Coulson 209.04 Goshen 5.31 
Fraternity 22.50 1,650.52 Mt. Zion 30.50 
Fremont 156.50 156.50 Pleasant Hill 156.66 
Galax 266.50 266.50 Pleasant Valley 32.3, 
Germantown 53.64 1,744.14 Shiloh l,002.9c 
Jones Chapel 462.05 Union Chapel 224.47 
Laurel Branch 4.50 636.50 Valley River 337.00 
Maple Grove, N.C. 418.92 District Gifts 25.00 
Mt. Hermon 724.70 936.85 
New Bethel 230.25 12.00 2,154.14 
Pleasant Hill 14.00 477.38 TOTAL OF CHURCH 
Pleasant Valley 13.50 770.03 GIFTS 71,845.89 358,057.1 <, 
Pulaski 9.50 61.20 REGIONAL GIFTS 3,757.98 
Red Hill 16.50 913.50 
Redoak 930.00 71,845.89"" 361,815.17 
Schoolfield 12.25 650.64 (These totals include Shelton, N.C. 719.50 719.50 
gifts sent direct from 
Smith River 567.56 
Spray, N.C. 56.33 1,729.54 
church treasurers and 
also gifts and pledges 
St. Paul 517.50 517.50 
made by individuals with 
Topeco 9.00 2,024.00 
White Rock 58.55 58.55 
credit to their local 
District Gifts 117.96 437.96 
church.) 
GIFTS FROM NON-
3,478.48 30,262.65 13RETHREN SUPPORTERS 
FIRST \VEST VIRGINIA 
OR FROM OUTSIDE 
THE REGION 15,815.05 48,342.61 Allegheny 617.50 
Bean Settlement 9.00 9.00 GRAND TOTAL OF 
Beaver Run 28.80 1,661.51 ALL GIFTS · (CASH 
Bethel 205.00 AND PLEDGt°S.) 87,660.94 410,157.78 Capon Chapel 278.88 
Eglon 356.98 2,952.35 ''At the time of this report the museum 
Greenland 1,495.00 coll�ctions of Elder Reuel B. Pritchett re-
Harman 335.00 ceived in May I 954 had not been appraiseri 
Keyse1· 124.50 5,050.09 an<l thus are not included in these receipt3. 
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of the officers of the college 
for the session 1953 - 1954 
BRIDGEWATER 
VIRGINIA 
